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It's officially Spring, and we're gearing up for a full season of Rethink Waste events,
projects, and programs. Students in The Environmental Center's EarthSmart program
even took their first landfill tours of the school year this week! In this issue, you'll learn
about what we're preparing for Food Waste Prevention Week during the first week of
April, celebrate the passing of Oregon's Right to Repair Law...and more!
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Love Food, Not Waste!

Did you know ⅓ of all food is wasted?  And, spoiled
food costs the average Oregon household over
$1,800 per year. From a climate perspective, the
second largest contributor to greenhouse gasses by
Oregonians on a consumption basis is food and
beverage! The good news is, preventing food
waste in the first place has 6-7x the greenhouse
gas reduction potential compared to simply keeping
food out of landfills through composting.
 
Food waste has social, environmental, and
economic impacts. Together, we can change that by
committing to love food, not waste! 
 
With Food Waste Prevention Week coming up April
1-7, we're excited to share tips and tricks to
address food waste here in Central Oregon. Stay
tuned for posts, newsletters, and collaborations that
week, plus the re-launch of the Rethink Waste Food
Waste Challenge email series (now with a brand
new look)!

Food Waste Prevention Week

 

News & Updates

2023 Community Innovation Fund Projects
Share Their Results

Discarded: An Exploration of What We Make,
What We Toss, and What it Means for Our
Community
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With greater support from Deschutes
County Solid Waste and Visit Central
Oregon, 2023 was a big year for the
Community Innovation Fund (CIF)! We
were able to increase the total and
individual project funds available, transition
to year-round rolling applications, increase
promotions via press, social media, and
direct outreach, and add staff capacity to
support project development and
implementation. These big changes
resulted in big impacts, and we’re thrilled to
continue the momentum by supporting 
more projects in 2024! Read the full blog
here.

Embark on a compelling exploration of our
community’s production and waste
management practices. Across four
exclusive behind-the-scenes events, this
series by the High Desert Museum will
highlight different perspectives around what
we make, what we toss, and what it means
for our community. Through these
experiences, we will develop a better
understanding of our collective interactions
with production and waste and what these
interactions say about our community’s
past, present, and future.
 
*Note that today (3/22) is the final
deadline to apply to participate in this
small cohort of 10 individuals! Learn
more here.

 

Oregon Passes Expansive Right-to-Repair Law

As advocates for measures that keep
perfectly useful materials out of the landfill,
we're pleased that this past legislative
session closed with Oregon passing
SB1596, or the Right to Repair Law.
Despite conflicting reactions from big
smartphone companies, "Oregon became
the fourth state to pass a bill giving
consumers a legal right to fix their own
home electronics [...] with legislation that
requires manufacturers provide access to
the tools, parts and manuals required to
repair their gadgets." Read more on the
story from Oregon Live here.

 

Answering Community Questions
Question: Is there a way to compost “compostable plastic” either via residential curbside
compost pick-up or as a commercial service here?

Answer: Dishware and packaging labeled “compostable", “biodegradable”, or “plant-
based” is not accepted for composting in Deschutes County and many other communities -
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here's why.

A recent Oregon Department of Environmental Quality study also revealed that some
"compostables" have a much higher carbon footprint upstream. For these reasons, we
recommend a reusable route whenever possible. The commercial compost pick up
services provided by Republic Services and Cascade Disposal accept only food
waste and yard debris, which is turned into compost locally at Knott Landfill. 

Have a question about local reduce, reuse, and recycling systems? Reach out and ask! It's likely others
in the community are wondering the same thing!

 

The Environmental Center
16 NW Kansas Ave

Bend, OR 97703
United States
unsubscribe

7/31/24, 9:53 AM Envirocenter Mail - Get Ready With Us For Food Waste Prevention Week April 1-7

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=76652b5440&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1794239010987818574&simpl=msg-f:1794239010987818574 4/4

https://click.everyaction.com/k/81445382/462478083/780736083?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzEwMzI1MyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJmODliOTBkYy01Y2U4LWVlMTEtYWFmMC0wMDIyNDgyMjM3OTQiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImxpbmRzZXlAZW52aXJvY2VudGVyLm9yZyINCn0%3D&hmac=o0aPfJ282sYaaT6mfD73wTJvP01xjOOGX_dCKztINIw=&emci=128c3b55-f7e6-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&emdi=f89b90dc-5ce8-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&ceid=15817385
https://click.everyaction.com/k/81445383/462478084/-1163363529?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzEwMzI1MyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJmODliOTBkYy01Y2U4LWVlMTEtYWFmMC0wMDIyNDgyMjM3OTQiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImxpbmRzZXlAZW52aXJvY2VudGVyLm9yZyINCn0%3D&hmac=o0aPfJ282sYaaT6mfD73wTJvP01xjOOGX_dCKztINIw=&emci=128c3b55-f7e6-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&emdi=f89b90dc-5ce8-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&ceid=15817385
https://click.everyaction.com/k/81445384/462478085/-1850836457?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzEwMzI1MyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJmODliOTBkYy01Y2U4LWVlMTEtYWFmMC0wMDIyNDgyMjM3OTQiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImxpbmRzZXlAZW52aXJvY2VudGVyLm9yZyINCn0%3D&hmac=o0aPfJ282sYaaT6mfD73wTJvP01xjOOGX_dCKztINIw=&emci=128c3b55-f7e6-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&emdi=f89b90dc-5ce8-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&ceid=15817385
https://click.everyaction.com/k/81445384/462478085/-1850836457?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzEwMzI1MyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJmODliOTBkYy01Y2U4LWVlMTEtYWFmMC0wMDIyNDgyMjM3OTQiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImxpbmRzZXlAZW52aXJvY2VudGVyLm9yZyINCn0%3D&hmac=o0aPfJ282sYaaT6mfD73wTJvP01xjOOGX_dCKztINIw=&emci=128c3b55-f7e6-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&emdi=f89b90dc-5ce8-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&ceid=15817385
https://click.everyaction.com/k/81445386/462478087/2129489571?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzEwMzI1MyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJmODliOTBkYy01Y2U4LWVlMTEtYWFmMC0wMDIyNDgyMjM3OTQiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImxpbmRzZXlAZW52aXJvY2VudGVyLm9yZyINCn0%3D&hmac=o0aPfJ282sYaaT6mfD73wTJvP01xjOOGX_dCKztINIw=&emci=128c3b55-f7e6-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&emdi=f89b90dc-5ce8-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&ceid=15817385
https://click.everyaction.com/k/81445386/462478087/2129489571?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzEwMzI1MyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJmODliOTBkYy01Y2U4LWVlMTEtYWFmMC0wMDIyNDgyMjM3OTQiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImxpbmRzZXlAZW52aXJvY2VudGVyLm9yZyINCn0%3D&hmac=o0aPfJ282sYaaT6mfD73wTJvP01xjOOGX_dCKztINIw=&emci=128c3b55-f7e6-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&emdi=f89b90dc-5ce8-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&ceid=15817385
https://click.everyaction.com/k/81445389/462478091/-840382262?list=PLHPHq8eOiC37CfuqiTEZxWPymvvXffGOG&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzEwMzI1MyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJmODliOTBkYy01Y2U4LWVlMTEtYWFmMC0wMDIyNDgyMjM3OTQiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImxpbmRzZXlAZW52aXJvY2VudGVyLm9yZyINCn0%3D&hmac=o0aPfJ282sYaaT6mfD73wTJvP01xjOOGX_dCKztINIw=&emci=128c3b55-f7e6-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&emdi=f89b90dc-5ce8-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&ceid=15817385
https://click.everyaction.com/k/81445389/462478091/-840382262?list=PLHPHq8eOiC37CfuqiTEZxWPymvvXffGOG&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzEwMzI1MyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJmODliOTBkYy01Y2U4LWVlMTEtYWFmMC0wMDIyNDgyMjM3OTQiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImxpbmRzZXlAZW52aXJvY2VudGVyLm9yZyINCn0%3D&hmac=o0aPfJ282sYaaT6mfD73wTJvP01xjOOGX_dCKztINIw=&emci=128c3b55-f7e6-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&emdi=f89b90dc-5ce8-ee11-aaf0-002248223794&ceid=15817385
https://www.google.com/maps/search/16+NW+Kansas+Ave+Bend,+OR+97703+United+States?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/16+NW+Kansas+Ave+Bend,+OR+97703+United+States?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/16+NW+Kansas+Ave+Bend,+OR+97703+United+States?entry=gmail&source=g
https://secure.everyaction.com/p/djl4gzGkbEeoAOc6NGVaIw2?unsubscribedata=FScbagn0p4Y%2FPSkGmWjsRxDeBdSUl6UmuDaMs1F6qj7f7pTQBpH6Yhkc0LYcvduMd22vWCaip6YWmeE2NK7cLchk8drjtvv%2BC1VMc5Sa1hJgyUQ%2BVcFtWYbT6BDTRAbQirvjEFFtQC6jUG3YVTyzDrjY3pAKFSgsbAn%2Bu6h9P89Zqf4L0IgbsYMJdZ9LvY9uU9B2jwyxp5QCoA525Kc9MDvFeVo%2F2cV1KSbEWAqVekTe57%2FZJ9QKQ6sWJZhKielCBVL2h4EqWgDhA0hKVCeAmxKjob9MM7TGv0aayy4MsyVO8pz%2BL2R7FIAbSLIxaRtT6wgNjbUvgmn%2FUZBkOfgKM0OCf36rBmiW2q86spgQe4cF8GnQAW0cSgaPp0rzJTZNJJse9ffWkjlS5rt78jf8W0xbFaHvZ7AXCuTk2gbVZW1npxYOQhcjvze3YzkDHWCy

