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On November 15, 2018, The Environmental Center will present its sixth Sustainability Awards, honoring businesses, organizations and individuals that are leading the way to a sustainable future in Central Oregon.  Applications for awards will be accepted in four categories: Small Business (10 or less employees), Large Business (more than 10 employees), Organization (government and nonprofits), and Individual.  

For us, sustainability means meeting human needs equitably, living within our planet’s ecological limits, and building a prosperous economy for all. Sustainability is about people, the planet, and prosperity for all.

We recognize businesses and organizations that demonstrate a comprehensive, organization-wide commitment to sustainability; that have a project, service or product that is particularly innovative; and/or that have set an example for and pushed their peers/industry toward sustainable business practices and projects.  Winners take action, at the leadership and operating level, on a wide range of sustainable operating practices, and are engaged in leading their industry peers to do the same.  They also create long-term, living wage opportunities for employees and enhance the quality of life in their local community through philanthropy, volunteerism and civic engagement.
For examples of past winners and summaries of why they won, click here. 
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

The Environmental Center’s staff and members of the Sustainability Awards review committee will not conduct additional research after receipt of applications. Applications that are incomplete when submitted are not likely to be competitive during the review process. 

Step 1:
Request an Application.


Provide basic information at: envirocenter.org/sustainabilityawards. You will receive an email with a link to download your application. (Be sure to download the correct category document.)
Step 2:
Prepare Your Application.

We encourage you to be as thorough as possible.

Step 3:
Submit Your Application by September 14, 2018.

Applications must be received by 5:00 pm on September 14, 2018.

Upload your complete application as a Word or PDF document at: envirocenter.org/sustainabilityawards. Follow the instructions on this webpage during the upload process to make sure you’ve provided all necessary files and information. Hit Submit! 

QUESTIONS?  We want your application to be the best that it can be and are happy to answer questions you might have about it.  But please review our FAQs first and then, if you still have questions, call or email Lauren Williams at 541-385-6908x18 or lauren@envirocenter.org. If you’d rather complete the application by hand, you can pick up a copy at 16 NW Kansas Ave.  
General Information

Info About the Organization Applying for an Award

Organization Name:

Organization Address:

Contact Person at Organization:

Contact’s Phone at Organization:

Contact’s Email at Organization:

Organization Website:

Number of employees: 

Info About the Person Preparing this Application

Name:

Relationship to Applicant:
Phone Number: 

Email Address: 

QUESTIONS 

Leadership (250 words max)

· What has the leadership of the organization done to demonstrate its commitment to sustainability?  This may include leadership training, adopting sustainability policies and/or goals, pushing its industry to adopt sustainability policies and practices, etc. 

· What has the organization done to train or otherwise engage its employees, vendors, customers and/or other stakeholders in its sustainability activities?

Innovation (250 word max)

What is particularly innovative about this organization’s sustainability activites—its practices, products/services, product packaging or other unique attributes—that distinguish it from its industry peers?  Has this organization made an especially important contribution to embedding sustainability into daily life in Central Oregon?

Operating Practices (250 words max per category)

Tell us about the organization’s operating practices in the following 8 categories.  Please be as concise as possible and give concrete examples whenever possible.  If data are available that demonstrate change over time against a baseline (i.e., in energy use, in renewable energy purchased, vehicle miles traveled, gallons of product purchased, etc.), please summarize that data.  Leave blank any sections that do not apply to the organization.

Please consider the bullet points as prompts and ideas to help you think about the following categories. You are not required to address each of the questions. They are intended as an aid or “food for thought” as you respond.  

Category 1: Resource Efficiency: Energy Use

Has this organization:

· Completed an energy audit?

· Implemented any energy conservation measures (buildings, vehicle fleet, travel, etc.)?

· Measured and documented its energy savings?

· Taken any other steps to reduce energy use that we should know about?

Category 2: Resource Efficiency: Water Use

Has this organization:

· Completed a water use audit?

· Implemented any water conservation measures?

· Measured and documented its water savings?
· Taken any other steps to reduce water use that we should know about?

Category 3: Resource Efficiency: Materials/Solid Waste

Has this organization:

· Completed a waste audit?

· Implemented any waste prevention, reuse, recycling or composting measures?

· Measured materials savings?

· Taken any other steps to reduce materials/solid waste that we should know about? 
Category 4: Renewable Energy

Does this organization:

· Buy renewable energy from its electricity provider?  If so, what percentage? 

· Generate any of its own energy on-site from renewable sources?

· Use renewable fuels in its vehicles?

· Do something else related to renewable energy that we should know about?

Category 5: Pollution Prevention

Has this organization:

· Taken actions to reduce its use of toxic substances?

· Properly disposed of toxics it does use?

· Taken other pollution prevention steps that we should know about?

Category 6: Alternative Transportation

Does this organization:

· Support walking, biking, riding the bus, carpooling and/or telecommuting by its employees, vendors and/or customers?

· Use any alternatives to driving for its operations?

· Use alternative fuels or high efficiency vehicles?

· Support alternative transportation in other ways that we should know about?

Category 7: Green Building and/or Landscaping

Has this organization:

· Implemented any green building practices, beyond code requirements?

· Implemented any sustainable landscaping practices, beyond code requirements?

· Implemented any storm water management practices, beyond code requirements?

· Supported green building and/or landscaping in other ways that we should know about?

Category 8: 3rd Party Certification

Has this organization:

· Received 3rd party certification for meeting environmental and/or social criteria?  If yes, list the certification and date received.  (Some examples include LEED, Earth Advantage, Fair Trade, Organic, EcoBiz, GreenSeal and Green America.)

· Put to use in its operations, and/or does the business sell any 3rd party certified products?  If so, which ones and to what extent?
· Supported 3rd Party Certification in other ways that we should know about?

Equity and Community (250 words max)

· Does the organization provide livable wages and paid benefits (such as health insurance, paid sick leave and vacation, retirement, etc.) to its employees?  

· What does the organization do to promote a livable, viable community for all? 

· What else does the organization do to give back to the community?

Recognition (250 words max)

Has the organization received any other recognition for its sustainability activities?  If so, from whom and when?

Other (250 words max)

Is there anything else we should know about this organization’s sustainability activities?

OTHER REQUIRED INFORMATION

Synopsis

Please include a synopsis of the organization and its sustainability activities; 200 words maximum.  If the organization is selected as a Sustainability Award winner, this synopsis may be used during the awards ceremony, on the award web site and in the award press release.  We reserve the right to edit the final synopsis of each award winner.

Images
Please submit three (3) electronic images along with your application. Upload images along with your application, following instructions on the webpage.  

Images may be used for Sustainability Awards media packets, promotion and awards ceremony materials.  If an image credit line is required, please ask the photographer to watermark or embed the credit line in the lower right corner of the image (10 pt. font).
Images must be .JPEG files, 300 dpi, with a maximum file size of 2 MB each.
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