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Read the story below and answer the questions in complete sentences.

THE VOYAGE OF THE MOBRO
During the spring of 1987, the small town of Islip, New York hit national headlines. The media focused not on the people of the town, but rather on its garbage-nearly 3,200 tons of it. The landfills near Islip were filled beyond capacity, so Islip officials made a deal with Jones County, North Carolina, to handle Islip's trash.
When the Mobro-the barge transporting those tons of garbage from Islip-reached its destination, Jones County officials refused to accept the trash after determining that the cargo held hospital waste and other non-paper trash as well. Fearing contamination of county water supplies, the North Carolina County sent the Mobro away.
For four months, the barge traveled along the Atlantic Coast to the Gulf of Mexico trying to find a state willing to dispose of the garbage.
Unsuccessful, the Mobro even approached Mexico, Belize, and the Bahamas, but to no avail. The barge returned to dock at New York Harbor after a frustrating 6,000-mile (9,654-kilometer) voyage and awaited word from New York officials as to exactly what would become of its smelly cargo. A Brooklyn, New York, incinerator finally burned the garbage, reducing the volume to about 430 tons of ash, which was then dumped in a landfill back in Islip.
1. Why do you think a story about a barge in NY made national headlines?

2. What are some methods for getting rid of garbage?

3. What are steps we need to take to reduce the amount of garbage we produce?

4.  Do you think that something like this could ever happen again?  Explain. 

5.  How can recycling help make less garbage in landfills?

Match each word on the left with the phrase that best describes it.
Trash______
A. To find a new use for something instead of throwing it away

Litter_____
B. A recyclable material made from trees

Reuse____
C. To buy less and throw away less trash

Natural Resources____
D. Leaves and grass clippings that are broken down by natural forces and can be used on gardens

Landfill_____
E. Our garbage, all the things we throw away

Recycling____
F. Trash that is in the wrong place, such as on the ground or the street

Aluminum & Tin____
G. Damage to the environment from chemicals or other human activities

Paper_____
H. Metals that are made from minerals in the ground

Reduce_____
I. A special place in the ground where trash is buried.

Compost_____
J. Things that are found in Nature such as air, water, trees, minerals that we use to make energy and other things

Pollution_____
K. A process that makes something new out of something old.

